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Welcome back to another edition of
our online safety newsletter. This
month we are looking at gaming and
live streaming.

Parental Controls on consoles

Does your child have a games console? If
yes, have you set up age appropriate
parental controls? The controls vary across
the different consoles, but all will allow you
to restrict spending and communication for
example.

<>
PlayStation PlayStation
Set up your account as a family manager
and create a separate child account so you
can tailor their activities. Find out more
here:
https://www.playstation.com/engb/suppor

t/account/psn-safetyparents-guide/
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Xbox
You can download an app to manage your
child’s gaming experience. Find out more
here:
https://www.xbox.com/enGB/apps/family-

settings-app

Nintendo Switch

Nintendo also offer a free app to monitor
what and how your children are playing.
Find out more here:
https://www.nintendo.co.uk/Nintend o-
Switch-Family/Nintendo-SwitchParental-
Controls/Nintendo-SwitchParental-
Controls-1183145.html

Get in touch!

Do you have a question or topic about
online safety you’d like help with? Email
the school office with ‘Online Safety’ in the
subject and we’ll do our best to include it

Issue 4.

Does your child watch live streams?

®(What|Parents & Carers|Need|to/Know|about

SLIVE STREAMING ¥

What is livestreaming?
Livestreaming is when an individual
broadcasts video live over the
internet. People can watch
livestreams from any device that is
connected to the internet.

Who is watching livestreaming?
Research from Ofcom reported that
57% of 3 — 17 year olds have watched
live streams and the most used
platforms to watch live streams were
YouTube and TikTok. The research
also showed that the percentage
watching content on livestreaming app/sites increased by age. A third of
3-4 year olds were watching live content with this number growing to
eight in ten of 16-17 year olds. This is reported in Children and parents:
media use and attitudes report 2022 (ofcom.org.uk).
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What are the risks?

There are risks associated with watching livestreams that you should be
aware of. The main risk being that your child may see or hear something
inappropriate as your child may come across themes or content that is
not suitable for them. It is difficult to moderate live content as it is
happening in real time.

How can | help my child?

e All online platforms have an age rating, ensure your child only accesses
platforms that are appropriate to their age. For example, TikTok has an
age rating of 13.

e For any platforms that your child uses, ensure appropriate parental
controls and privacy settings are applied.

e Take an interest in what your child is doing online and on a regular
basis, ask your child to show you what they are accessing.

e Ensure your child knows how to use any reporting/blocking tools on the
app that they are using and as always please ensure that your child
knows to talk to a trusted adult if they see anything that concerns them
online.

Further advice and support
https://www.childnet.com/help-and-advice/livestreaming-parents/

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/articles/what-is-live-

streaming/
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At National Online Safety, we believe in empowering parents; carers and trusted adults with the information to hoid an informed convorsation about online safety with their children, should they foel
itis noeded. This guide focuses on one of many issues which we believe trusted adults should be aware of. Please visit www.nationalonlinosafety.com for further guides, hints and tips for adults.
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. LIVE STREAMING

Live streaming involves broadcasting and watching videos online in real time; often on social
media or via platforms like YouTube and Twitch. Viewers can interact through comments,
chats and reactions during the broadcast: such instant engagement makes this an exciting
way to share experiences, learn from others and build digital communities: Despite the
many positives, live streaming also creates a potential platform for.unsuitable
content and poses some risks to children: it's essential to keep privacy,and f
safety in mind and comply with each site or app’s age restrictions:’
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PUT PRIVACY FIRST €0 MANAGE MULTISTREAMING J Q GET INVOLVED YOURSELF M
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Through the streaming app's settings, switch Some ap‘gs and sites let users stream their Research suggests o significant number of streams

your child’s account to ‘private’, so only their friends content through multiple social media platforms at show a child on their own, often in a supposed sale

and followers can see their broadcasts. You could also once. A broadcast on SteamYard, for example, can ;?oco like their bedroom. If your child wants to live

turn off the live chat, shielding your child from any be shared on YouTube, Twitch, X and Facebook if the ream, ask if you could be nt because you're

ggsomng comments - although viewers' feedback is accounts are linked. Yhodpdvucy settings can differ interested in how it works. You could even set up your A\
on seen as an integral part ol the fun, mnufnony on each of these, so we" est only streaming via own account to gain a more detailed knowledge of

nearby it ?such as school uniforms or visibl , one plaﬂotm ata time to ma ntaln reater control what your child talks about in their live streams - and

landmott.'s‘tha! could ghn away your child's location, over who's watching your child's videos. who they're broadcasting to,

TALK ABOUT LIVE STREAMING CONSIDER THEIR ONLINE REPUTATION

Try to start with positives before discussing potential risks. As the broadcasts are live, it often causes the misconc uon

You could ask which live streaming agps your child likes and it g oung people that whatever happens in their video sim |p
how they use them. Do they just watch streams or create their )9 vanls es' once the stream ends. However, videos can stay onl
own? Explain why it's unwise to reveal personal information o N\ indefinitely or be recorded by other users. It's important that your
while streaming (even to OmndJ It you feel your child’s too (’ I\ child understands what they do and say in a live stream could
young for live streams, 1 you ing to them and potentially damage their online reputation and, quite possibly, be
perhaps agree to review this docislon inthe fu!uro @ seen by prospective future employers, collogcs or universities,
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